[What does Reelin actually do in the developing brain?].
In mammalian brains, most neuronal cells form a layer structure. This structure is established thorough correct migration of neuronal cells, and underlies proper functions of the brain. It is thus important to understand the molecular mechanism that regulates neuronal migration and layer formation. Reelin is a large secreted protein essential for neuronal migration and layer formation in mammals. Since its identification in 1995, a number of models and hypotheses have been proposed regarding Reelin function. However, tbe primary role of Reelin in the developing brain and its underlying molecular mechanism still remain unresolved. In this review, I try to summarize what is known and what we can infer about Reelin. I also mention why studying Reelin is difficult.